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WHAT? ONE MORE THING?! 

This is Lent—that time of year when I, as a clergy-type, make the 

typical churchie-person pitch to take on a little spiritual extra, to 

dig prayerfully deeper during this holy time of preparation for 

Easter.  

“It could be an extra Bible study once a week,” the clergy-type says, 

encouragingly, “or an extra prayer practice. It could be some extra 

service work helping a valuable ministry in the community.” 

I know, however, how hard it can be to take on one more thing on 

top of everything else. And so I feel a little dishonest pushing so 

earnestly for everyone at St. James’ to take on something extra 

during Lent when I know that so many members of our congrega-

tion already do so much. And, when I think of someone asking me 

to add one more thing to my schedule? I imagine throwing up my 

hands and saying, “What? One more thing?!”  

If that is not your response and you feel you do have time and en-

ergy available for something more, please consider all the special 

offerings we have at St. James’ during this holy season—our 10 am 

Sunday morning speakers series in Fowler Hall (p. 4), our Lenten 

Book Study (p. 4), our 5 pm Sunday evening services (p. 6), as well 

as the Rev. Seth Walley’s special Lenten class at noon (with lunch!) 

on Fridays (p. 4). 

But if—like me—you feel full up with all you’re already committed 

to, then perhaps, this Lent, why not try doing a little bit… less? 

You know- Don’t just do something. Sit there. 

This Sunday through Tuesday, I will be going on an individual pri-

vate retreat in a tiny cabin in Tennessee. For about 48 hours, I am 

going to do absolutely nothing. (I may read and take some walks in 

the woods, but other than that…) Of course, it wasn’t easy to ar-

range and I’m feeling anxious about sticking with my plan—as well 

as grateful to Peyton and our St. James’ staff for covering for me 

for a couple of days. But I also believe that this Lent, a little bit less 

might be my one more thing. What is it for you? 

    - The Rev. Jamie McElroy, Rector 

The St. James’ Journal 



ST. JAMES’ PARTICIPATES IN 2017 HONDURAS MISSION 

The 2017 Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi Honduras Medical Mission came to a close on Feb-

ruary 25. This annual mission has carried on for over three decades. And we find that some-

times, in the smallest of ways, this mission is making a difference to the people of San Joaquin 

and those living in the surrounding mountains. Ask the little boy born without feet getting 

prosthesis, the many getting  glasses and sight for the first time, the one whose life was saved 

by a gall bladder surgery, the baby and mom doing 

well after a complicated delivery, and the one re-

ceiving comfort from last rites in a humble home.   

Teams typically fly into the city of San Pedro Sula, 

spend the night and then head up the mountain in 

the Diocese of Honduras’ old yellow Blue Bird bus. 

This is an 18-mile journey that takes over two hours! 

The 2017 trip consisted of 33 team members, in-

cluding three from St. James’: Dr. Philip Merideth, 

Mr. Chance Morgan, and the Rev. Ann McLemore, 

who served as team chaplain and translator. 

Those that go on the mission trip can be likened to 

the team’s quarterbacks. For the mission “team” 

would not be possible without the support of all those in the diocese who pray, contribute fi-

nancially, organize, give time, make arrangements, donate meds, pack pills, and the list goes 

on! Sheets posted in the mission dining room during the week were a witness to all those pray-

ing for us every hour of the trip. 

During the year, this ministry is administered by the Hondu-

ras Medical Mission diocesan committee, chaired by our own 

Deborah Sebrell. The committee represents all the different  

branches of the travel team:  medical, dental, pharmaceuti-

cal, optical, veterinarian and sponsoring church leadership. 

While on-site, valuable time is spent working with the local 

city council, Episcopal vestry, and committee members that 

are on the traveling team. 

Coming off the mountain is emotional for all, including the 

San Pedro Sula high school students that help all week in the 

translating department! Back in the big city, in a nice hotel, 

it seems like a 24-hour blur as early the next morning the 

bus is boarded one last time for the final trip to the airport.  

Interested in applying for HMM2018? Check the diocesan 

website—applications are due by July 2017. Any questions, 

visit with Deborah, Chance, Philip or Ann. Gracias a todos! (Thanks to all!) —The Rev. Ann 

McLemore 
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Philip Meredith provided medical 

checkups for village children. 

Chance Morgan reunited with 

an old friend at San Joaquin.  



PARISH RETREAT SET FOR APRIL 22-23 

All at St. James’ are invited to gather at the Gray Center in Can-

ton Saturday morning through Sunday afternoon, April 22-23, 

for our second Parish Weekend in as many years. While rooms 

will be available at the Conference Center and the Big House, the 

majority of activity will take place at Camp Bratton-Green. That 

includes fishing, boating, swimming, and a chance to fly down 

the zip line. Also included this year will be a mini-retreat for 

those youth hoping to be confirmed this May (more information 

about that will be available from Youth Director Fielding Ables as 

the weekend approaches).  

The weekend will culminate with worship at 11:05 followed by 

lunch, thanks to our 

Saintly Chefs. The fes-

tivities will take the 

place of the spring par-

ish picnic.  

Only the 7:30 a.m. ser-

vice will take place at 

the church the Sunday 

of the retreat. Those 

who opt out of Satur-

day activities are en-

couraged to make the 

short drive to Bratton-

Green Sunday to wor-

ship at 11:05.  

Those interested in 

spending Saturday 

night at the Gray Cen-

ter should call Jan 

Thornton in the 

church office at 601-982-4880. Double occupancy rooms in Con-

ference Center cottages and in the Big House are available for 

$50 a night. A limited number of single rooms are available in 

the Big House for the same rate. Camp cabin bunks are $20 per 

bed. Attendees should plan to provide their own lunch and din-

ner on Saturday. The cottages and the Big House have kitchens, 

and the camp kitchen will be available to all. Sunday lunch is $10 

per person, $30 maximum per family. Scholarships are available 

for anyone who’d like to attend but finds the cost prohibitive.  
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Those gathered on Feb. 

22 for an ecumenical 

service of Holy Eucharist 

for the feast of John and 

Charles Wesley got a bit 

of a surprise. The lights 

went out as the Rev. 

James Swanson, Bishop 

of the Mississippi Confer-

ence of the United Meth-

odist Church, delivered 

the sermon. Bp. Swanson 

wasn’t phased, and nei-

ther was our bishop, the 

Rt. Rev. Brian Seage, 

who presided.   

The organ console wasn’t 

affected by the power 

outage. Organist Don 

Messer played on, and 

the choir sang by cell 

phone light, as beautiful-

ly as ever. The culprit, a 

blown fuse, was replaced 

the next day.  

Fielding Ables provided music at last 

year’s Parish Weekend worship service. 



FOWLER SERIES 

FOCUSES ON  

FORGIVENESS 

Through Palm Sunday, 

April 9, the Fowler Hall 

Speaker Series, Sunday 

mornings at 10, will focus 

on forgiveness, reconcilia-

tion and peacemaking. The 

Adult Education Commit-

tee chose the topic to coin-

cide with the Lenten Book 

Group selection: Forgiven 

and Forgiving, by William 

Countryman. Dr. Patrick 

Hopkins, who serves on the 

faculties of both Millsaps 

and UMMC, kicked off the 

series March 5, with a dis-

cussion of how the psychol-

ogy of forgiveness conflicts 

with the psychology of jus-

tice and revenge. The Rev. 

Jamie McElroy will discuss 

the sacrament of reconcilia-

tion on March 12, and the 

Rev. Ann McLemore will 

offer her take March 19.  

On March 26, the Rev. Dr. 

Loye Ashton, of Tougaloo, 

will discuss how Christian 

and Jewish teaching about 

forgiveness and love run 

counter to our psychologi-

cal and biological hardwir-

ing. On April 2, Dr. James 

Bowley, chair of the Mill-

saps Department of Reli-

gion, plans to draw on the 

New Testament, Rabbinic 

tradition and the Book of 

Jonah to look at how we 

can live well with enemies 

and learn to forgive our-

selves. Dr. Shelli Poe, also 

of Millsaps, will close the 

series on April 9, with a talk 

about the relationship be-

tween an individual’s doc-

trine of God and the indi-

vidual’s ability to forgive.  

“FIVE MARKS OF LOVE” FOR LENT 
 On Fridays during Lent, the Rev. Seth Walley is facilitating a 

program created by the brothers of the Society of St. John the 

Evangelist, an Episcopal monastic community based in Cam-

bridge, Mass. The six-week series, “Five Marks of Love,” is based 

on the Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion: to 

proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom; to teach, baptize and 

nurture new believers, to respond to human need by loving ser-

vice; to seek to transform unjust structures of society, to chal-

lenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconcilia-

tion; and to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sus-

tain and renew the life of the earth.  

The brothers of SSJE believe the Marks of Mission are in fact 

“Marks of Love,” signs of God’s love making its mark on us, and 

through us, on the world. Through short videos, discussion ques-

tions and exercises, the series offers participants the chance to 

observe and reflect on this love and its effects on us, both indi-

vidually and as a faith community, and on the world around us.  

The “Five Marks of Love” group is meeting Fridays at noon 

through April 7 in Oak Ridge Hall (a light lunch is provided). 

Those unable to attend can sign up for a daily email with a video 

reflection and can  also download a free workbook at ssje.org/

sssje/5marksoflove. The brothers are offering the program in  

the hope that participants might “learn to offer themselves, body 

and soul, to God’s mission, and to live for God’s glory.”  
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Boy Scout Troop 1 mem-

ber Douglas Noble re-

cently completed two 

arbors for the Children’s 

Garden for his Eagle 

Scout project. The gar-

den will be open for chil-

dren and families to 

grow flowers and vege-

tables Wednesday eve-

nings from mid-March 

into the fall. Those inter-

ested in helping may 

contact Jo G Prichard at 

601-624-7395 or Colleen 

White at 601-201-9017. 



SHROVE TUESDAY 
DRAWS ALL AGES 

Parishioners of all ages and 

stages of life came out the 

evening of Feb. 28 to par-

ticipate in St. James’ 

Shrove Tuesday celebra-

tion. In addition to a chil-

dren’s carnival and parade 

through Fowler Hall, the 

night also featured lots of 

great traditional New Orle-

ans fare, thanks to the 

Saintly Chefs.  

The Rev. Jamie McElroy 

also led a short liturgy on 

the labyrinth, “Burying the 

Alleluias and Burning of 

the Palms.” As the name 

implies, the liturgy involved 

placing written “alleluias” 

in the columbarium—since 

we don’t voice the word 

during the Lenten season— 

and then burning last year’s 

Palm Sunday palms to 

make this year’s ashes for 

Ash Wednesday.  

The name for Shrove Tues-

day, the day before Ash 

Wednesday, is derived from 

“shriving,” which means 

confessing and absolving, 

since traditionally it was a 

day for hearing individual 

confessions. Shrove Tues-

day is also of course known 

as “Mardi Gras” (or “Fat 

Tuesday” in English), since 

it was a day when many 

consumed animal fat ahead 

of  the Lenten fast, while 

others celebrated and in-

dulged in other ways before 

Lent. The Tuesday is also 

known as “Carnival,” which 

literally means removing or 

putting away meat.  
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PALM SUNDAY OVER THE CENTURIES 
 
 

Youth from St. James’ and Rosebud Reservation at 

the Mississippi Choctaw Cultural Center in 2015. 

The Rev. Jamie McElroy led a short “Burying of the Alleluias and 

Burning of the Palms” liturgy as part of the Shrove Tuesday celebra-

tion on March 31.  

The 1979 BCP refers to the Sunday before Easter as “Palm Sun-

day: The Sunday of the Passion,” incorporating both of the day’s 

traditional names. The 1979 Palm Sunday service includes the 

“Liturgy of the Palms,” which calls for the procession into the 

church of all members of the congregation while carrying palm 

branches. Commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusa-

lem the week before his crucifixion, the liturgy had never before 

been included in an English or American prayer book. But the 

day’s celebratory procession dates back to fourth century Jerusa-

lem, and by the twelfth century, the custom was widespread.   

A complex order of blessing palm branches (including the exor-

cism of flowers and leaves) and processing with them was part of 

the Sarum Rite, the medieval missal used in Salisbury, England, 

and a primary source for Thomas Cranmer’s 1549 BCP. In the 

Sarum Rite, the procession preceded a mass featuring Matthew’s 

account of the passion, marking the beginning of Holy Week. 

Cranmer, like other reformers, was averse to blessing material 

things and so omitted the palm blessing and procession from his 

prayer book. The joining of  the celebratory “Liturgy of the 

Palms” with the traditional reading of the passion in the 1979 

book restores the “particular contrasts which give the day its pa-

thos and power,” according to the late Marion Hatchett, a prima-

ry architect of the 1979 BCP. 



 

  
UPCOMING EVENTS*  

Sun., March 12, 5 pm: Lenten Evensong on the Labyrinth,  

officiated by vocalist Ann Phelps 

Thurs. March 16, noon: Episcopal Luncheon with Mike 

Chaney, Mississippi Insurance Commissioner 

Fri., March 17, noon: “Five Marks of Love” Lenten program, 

facilitated by the Rev. Seth Walley 

Sun., March 19, 5 pm: Celtic Worship for St. Patrick’s Day, 

featuring music by Emerald Accent; Celtic dance recital to follow 

Fri., March 24, noon: “Five Marks of Love”  

Sun., March 26, 5 pm: Laetare Sunday Holy Eucharist 

Fri., March 31, noon: “Five Marks of Love”  

Sun., April 2, 5 pm: Recital, featuring Seth Walley, tenor, with 

Richard Hudson on horn and Don Messer on piano, followed by 

“King James and His Bible” Choral Evensong 

Thurs., April 6, noon: Book Talk: Janet Ferguson, Tackling 

the Fields: The Southern Hearts Series, Vol. 3 

Fri., April 7, noon: “Five Marks of Love”  

Sun., April 9, 5 pm: Outdoor Stations of the Cross 

* For more info, visit www.stjjax.org or call 601-982-4880. 

 

 

All are invited to bring a pair of scissors and help make palm branch crosses on April 8, 

starting at 9 a.m. The crosses will be distributed to parishioners at 8:40 and 11:05 on Palm 

Sunday, April 9, for the festive congregational procession into the church.  

LENTEN SUNDAY 

EVENING WORSHIP  

Lent offers a variety of 5 p.m. 

worship opportunities. Vocalist 

Ann Phelps returns March 12 

for evensong on the labyrinth. 

March 19 features the band 

Emerald Accent for a St. Pat-

rick’s Day service. Celtic danc-

ers will perform afterward. 

Laetare (“Rejoice”) Sunday will 

be observed at Holy Eucharist 

on March 26. Don Messer and 

our adult choirs return April 2 

for choral evensong with set-

tings by Orlando Gibbons. 

They’ll be joined by Concordia, 

Galloway UMC’s a cappella 

ensemble, for a service as King 

James I would have heard it. A 

recital of Benjamin Britten’s 

“Still Falls the Rain” by the 

Rev. Seth Walley, tenor, with 

Richard Hudson on horn and 

Don on piano will precede 

worship. On Palm Sunday, the 

Rev. Ann McLemore will lead 

stations of the cross outdoors.  

 


