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INTERESTING TIMES 

I‟ve long heard and repeated the phrase, “May you live in interesting 

times,” and I had always believed it to be a blessing—since it‟s always 

struck me as exciting to live in interesting times. (There is nothing 

worse than boredom, I think.) But recently I was told this phrase is 

meant to be a curse.  

Whether it‟s a blessing or a curse, we are certainly living in interesting 

times. And as much as I tend to prefer interesting to boring, I suppose 

I wouldn‟t mind if things were a little less interesting. Sometimes I‟ve 

actually tried to step back from the political news of our day. But even 

if I try not to look at newspapers, web magazines, and the TV, the flow 

of political news still comes to me through my Facebook feed, my 

email, my text exchanges, even through dinner table conversations. It‟s 

incessant and often a bit shrill. Sometimes I feel I may be over-

whelmed by it, rather than informed. I realize that I need a lens 

through which to view all this “interesting” news, if I am to stay fo-

cused on what matters. 

So I feel strangely blessed to be leading a three-part Sunday School 

class in Fowler Hall, starting this Sunday, February 12, on The Powers 

That Be—a book by Bible scholar, Walter Wink, on how we, as Chris-

tians, are called by God, through our scriptures, to respond to our rul-

ers, our governments, and other powerful institutions of our world. 

Our Adult Ed Committee planned this class back in October, thinking 

it might be of interest once the new president‟s administration took 

power, whichever president that might be. But little did I know then 

how much I would desire an opportunity to explore these issues. 

As I‟ve re-read Wink‟s book, I‟ve found myself thinking a lot about 

power, of course, but not merely human power. Rather—the power of 

God. 

I keep coming back to Paul‟s Second Letter to the Corinthians: “the 

Lord said, „My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 

weakness.‟ So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 

that the power of Christ may dwell in me... for whenever I am weak, 

then I am strong.” 

“...power is made perfect in weakness…”   “...for whenever I am weak, 

then I am strong...”   Words to live by in these interesting times. 

    - The Rev. Jamie McElroy, Rector 



The 190th Annual Council of the Diocese of Mississippi is now in 

the books, thanks to the efforts of Sheri Cox and a team of  volun-

teers from St. James‟.  St. James‟ served as host church for this 

year‟s Council along with St. Columb‟s-Ridgeland, and Sheri gra-

ciously took the lead in planning and executing the diocesan-

wide meeting.  

Additionally, some 70 St. James‟ parishioners gave their time to 

ensure a successful 190th Council.  They served as committee 

chairs, loaded and unloaded supplies, set up and broke down 

meeting and worship space, registered attendees, served at the 

Friday-night party, assisted in the bishop‟s office and council of-

fice, counted votes, greeted delegates, assisted vendors, served in 

children‟s chapel, prepared for and assisted with the closing Eu-

charist on Sunday, and much, much more.  

Iris Isaacs, Ray Lewis and Babs Fowler served as delegates, along 

with the clergy, while Tommy Shepherd, Carol Mann, and John 

Milner attended as alternates. Collier Graham was again elected 

to the Diocesan Disciplinary Board, while Granville Tate contin-

ues as Chancellor of the Diocese, a post appointed by the bishop. 

 

VESTRY GATHERS FOR  
RETREAT 

ST. JAMES‟ STEPS UP FOR COUNCIL 

Vestry and wardens gathered with the clergy 

at the Gray Center Jan. 21-22 for fellowship, 

discussion of the role and responsibilities of 

the vestry, and a short business meeting to 

approve a balanced budget of $1,540,524 for 

2017.  

Additionally, Alice Douglas, Ray Lewis and 

the Revs. Jamie McElroy, Ann McLemore 

and Seth Walley offered reports on initiatives 

underway as a result of the visioning process 

and strategic plan completed last spring.  

Alice is leading a committee to explore how 

St. James‟ might reach out to the community 

through our music program, while Ray is 

heading up our work to invite and welcome 

newcomers to St. James‟. Jamie talked about 

efforts to educate parishioners about sup-

porting St. James‟ through planned gifts, and 

Seth and Ann spoke about possibilities for 

ministry partnerships with St. Christopher‟s 

and St. Mark‟s, two historically African 

American parishes here in Jackson.  
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Vestry and clergy kicked off their overnight re-

treat with a potluck dinner. 

A full team of ushers 

(above) and acolytes 

(below) were among those  

from St. James’ who partici-

pated in this year’s Annual 

Council.  



CATECHESIS GOES TO COUNCIL  

St. James‟ Children‟s Ministries took Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd on the road Sunday, Feb. 5, to the Jackson Convention 

Complex. Staff and volunteers from St. James‟, along with volun-

teers from St. Columb‟s-Ridgeland, offered children‟s chapel for 

about 30 children from around the state during the closing Eu-

charist of the 190th Annual Diocesan Council.  

Divided into groups by age, the children heard a Catechesis les-

son about the Good Shepherd; sang songs led by Sarah Little, St. 

James‟ Children‟s Choral Director; and created sheep banners. 

The children ended their time together with a procession into the 

closing Eucharist service during the Offertory. The Children car-

ried their sheep banners high and then sat at the foot of the dais 

as Bishop Seage offered the Great Thanksgiving.  

Planning  the children‟s chapel activities were Mary Nell Prich-

ard, Director of Children‟s Ministries; Leah Jordan Ables, Chil-

dren‟s Events Coordinator; Caroline Croom, Catechesis Assis-

tant; and Sarah Little.  

 

LENTEN BOOK 
GROUPS TO FOCUS 
ON FORGIVENESS  

This year‟s Lenten Book 

Groups will read Forgiven 

and Forgiving, by William 

Countryman, an Episcopal 

priest and Professor Emeri-

tus of Biblical Studies at 

Church Divinity School of 

the Pacific. The small groups 

will form soon and will meet 

once a week for three con-

secutive weeks, beginning 

March 19.  

The book was selected by the 

Adult Education Committee, 

made up of a diverse group 

of parishioners and all four 

St. James‟ clergy. The com-

mittee selected the book to 

coincide with the theme of 

the Lenten Sunday morning 

series in Fowler Hall. That 

series will feature local aca-

demics and St. James‟ clergy 

speaking on the spirituality 

of forgiveness, reconciliation 

and peacemaking.  

Forgiven and Forgiving 

discusses forgiveness as a 

process of conversion and of 

seeing as God does. The 

book is grounded on the 

premise that once we discov-

er the depth of God‟s love 

and forgiveness, we come to 

see the world anew. Only 

when we accept God‟s for-

giveness are we able to offer 

forgiveness to others.  

Lenten Book Groups sign-up 

sheets with meeting times 

and locations will be out 

soon. Forgiven and Forgiv-

ing is available through Am-

azon and Church Publishing.  
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Children from around the Diocese of Mississippi processed with their 

sheep banners behind the Good Shepherd during Annual Council’s 

closing Eucharist.  



FOWLER SERIES 

TO FOCUS ON THE 

POWERS THAT BE 

During the Sunday school 

hour Feb. 12, 19 and 26, the 

Rev. Jamie McElroy will 

lead discussions surround-

ing Bible scholar and theo-

logian Walter Wink‟s The 

Powers that Be: Theology 

for a New Millenium. Pub-

lished in 1998, the book 

remains timely, as it argues 

that God and theology have 

taken a backseat to our 

concerns about money, 

politics and even sports.  

The series will delve into 

Wink‟s ideas about refram-

ing our understanding of 

the world in theological 

terms so that we might re-

gain our spiritual bearings.  

A team of eight volunteers from 

St. James‟ traveled to Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Hatties-

burg Saturday, Jan. 28, where 

they gathered for breakfast and 

instructions before going out to 

help those affected by torna-

does. Funnel clouds tore 

through about 15 miles of For-

rest County Jan. 21, devastating 

property in sections of Hatties-

burg and Petal and leaving four 

dead and several others injured.   

Among those traveling South to 

clear debris were the Rev. Ann 

McLemore and Youth Director 

Fielding Ables, who serves on 

the Diocesan Disaster Prepar-

edness and Response Team.  

Because of the extent of the 

Damage, Trinity will continue 

to host workdays on the last 

Saturday of the month for the 

next several months. Those in-

terested in helping should con-

tact our church office.   

OUTREACH COMMITTEE AWARDS 
$125,000 IN GRANTS FOR 2017 

ST. JAMES‟ ASSISTS WITH SOUTH  
MISSISSIPPI  TORNADO CLEANUP 

The St. James‟ Outreach Committee, chaired by Mike Upton, met 

recently to award $125,000 in pledged income to a variety of or-

ganizations serving those in need. In addition to supporting 

Stewpot Ministries, Operation Shoestring, Hospice Ministries, 

the Honduras Medical Mission, and a dozen other organizations 

with which St. James‟ has longstanding relationships, the com-

mittee created two new funds through which to offer support.  

A fund of $1,000 was established for the Gray Conference Center 

to provide scholarships for campers at Camp-Bratton Green, 

while $8,250 was set aside for an Emergency Relief Fund, to be 

distributed as needed to those affected by natural disasters.  
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The Rev. Marian Fortner 

(right), rector of Trinity-

Hattiesburg, accepts $2,000, 

presented by Beth Collier of 

St. James’, to assist with tor-

nado cleanup. The gift came 

from the Outreach Commit-

tee’s newly established Emer-

gency Relief Fund. 

St. James’ Youth  

Director Fielding Ables 

(second from left) 

posed with Episcopali-

ans from around the 

Diocese who assisted 

Trinity-Hattiesburg 

with a recent tornado 

cleanup workday.  



THE METHOD  
BEHIND THE  
MUSIC  

The Canons of the Episcopal 

Church state that while cler-

gy have “final authority” in 

matters pertaining to wor-

ship music, they “shall seek 

assistance from persons 

skilled in music.” Together, 

clergy and musicians are to 

“see that music is appropri-

ate to the context in which it 

is used.” St. James‟ is ex-

tremely fortunate to have 

Organist and Choir Director 

Don Messer who selects our 

music (and does so several 

weeks and sometimes 

months in advance).  

Liturgical aids very thankful-

ly exist so that even the least 

musically talented clergy 

person or choir director can 

select hymns that tie in with 

the lectionary readings each 

week. But Don‟s extensive 

knowledge of music in the 

Anglican tradition allows 

him to select organ and cho-

ral pieces that not only co-

here thematically with the 

Liturgy of the Word but  

often make for transcendent 

worship experiences.  

Choosing appropriate hymns 

is one thing but digging into 

our tradition for the most 

fitting preludes, anthems 

and postludes is quite anoth-

er. For his and our choirs‟ 

ability to week after week 

provide “an offering for the 

Glory of God” and a “help to 

the people in their worship,” 

as the Canons state, let us 

give great thanks.  
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A second St. James‟ trip to the 

Rosebud Sioux Lakota Reservation 

in South Dakota, this time geared 

toward adults, has been scheduled 

for Sept. 23-30. St. James‟ youth 

visited the reservation in June 

2014, and Rosebud youth traveled 

to Jackson the following summer. 

Joe Powell and other St. James‟ 

EFM alumni are organizing the 

trip, and Rector Jamie McElroy 

will accompany the group, making 

this his fifth visit to the reservation 

with a church group.  

The reservation‟s Tree of Life Min-

istries will host the visit and will 

put participants to work rehabbing 

homes; working at a food bank, 

clothing bank, and lunch counter; 

and volunteering at local schools. 

The trip will include such cross-

cultural op-

portunities as 

a pow-wow 

celebration; a 

sweat lodge 

ceremony; 

presentations 

on traditional 

Lakota 

games, drum-

ming and 

crafts; and an 

immersion in 

Lakota history and culture. Partici-

pants will also tour Mount Rush-

more, the Crazy Horse Memorial, 

the Badlands, Custer State Park 

and more.  

Prior to the trip, participants will  

spend some time learning about 

Lakota history, culture and reli-

gion. Lakota language, as well as 

cultural and religious practices, 

were outlawed until the mid-1970s, 

and the Lakota people have experi-

enced a high incidence of poverty, 

depression, suicide, and addiction. 

In many ways the trip is about rec-

onciliation, as it is an attempt to 

heal in a small way the wounds left 

by more than a century of violence 

and antagonism.   

.   

ROSEBUD TRIP SET FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

Youth wishing to be confirmed during Bishop Seage‟s visit May 7 

have just begun preparation for the sacramental rite. Confirmation 

classes are taking place during the Sunday school hour and are be-

ing taught by Youth Director Fielding Ables, along with a host of 

volunteers. The course curriculum is an adaptation of the Confirm 

Not Conform curriculum, which exposes youth to Christian con-

cepts and then allows a great deal of space for them to ask ques-

tions. Youth wishing to be confirmed should contact Fielding, as 

should adults interested in helping with confirmation classes.  

 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION UNDERWAY 
 

Youth from St. James’ and Rosebud Reservation at 

the Mississippi Choctaw Cultural Center in 2015. 



 

  
UPCOMING EVENTS*  

Sun. Feb. 12, 5 pm: Dia De Amistad Evening Prayer 

Thurs. Feb. 16, noon: Episcopal Luncheon with Dr. Dan 

Jones, former University of Mississippi chancellor 

Sun., Feb. 19, 5 pm: Good Shepherd Evensong 

Wed., Feb. 22, 6 pm: The Feast of John and Charles Wesley 

with the Rt. Rev. Brian Seage and the Rev. Dr. James Swanson, 

Methodist Bishop of Mississippi 

Sun., Feb. 26, 5 pm: George Herbert Evening Prayer 

Tues., Feb. 28, 5 pm: Shrove Tuesday Celebration 

Wed., March 1, noon and 6:30 pm: Ash Wednesday Service 

Thurs., March 2, noon: Book Talk: Jim Woodrick, The Civil 

War Siege of Jackson 

Sun., March 5, 5 pm: Choral Evensong and Recital 

* For more info, visit www.stjjax.org or call 601-982-4880. 

 

Shrove Tuesday is Feb. 28 this year. St. James’ will celebrate with gumbo, crawfish and king cake, among 

other treats. Festivities will begin at 5 p.m. and include a children’s carnival and parade as well as a short 

liturgy to “bury alleluias” and burn the palms from last Palm Sunday to create ashes for Ash Wednesday.  

MARCH 5 EVENSONG 

Our next “First Sundays at Five 

Evensong and Recital,” March 5 

at 5 p.m., features contempo-

rary music by a popular young 

Latvian composer, Eriks Esen-

valds. Commissioned in 2013 

for the 750th anniversary of the 

founding of Merton College, the 

service is unusual, being both 

unaccompanied and in Lat-

in. With ravishingly beautiful 

harmonies, it harkens back to 

the Renaissance golden age of 

English polyphony and bears 

traces of a Tudor Short Ser-

vice. In recital following, our 

MSO concert mistress, Marta 

Szlubowska, dazzles us with old 

and new music from other 

states surrounding the Baltic.  

 


