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GOTTA GET OUT OF THE BOAT SOMETIMES
I’m writing this two days before our Kick-Off Sunday—two days before the
beginning of another program year here at St. James’—with all that entails!
A new adult Sunday series on the Old Testament Prophets; Children &
Youth Sunday School classes resuming; Youth Wednesday Gatherings back
at it; Adult & Children’s Choirs rehearsing anew; fun and unusual liturgies
at 5 pm Sunday worship. Plus all sorts of special events: Blessing of the
Backpacks, Parish Picnic, Foyers Small Group Kick-off, our expanded series
of musical events and special liturgies we’re calling, “St. James’ Presents,”
our new year of First Thursday BookTalks, and much more.
So many of the programs and events that St. James’ offers are designed to
yank us out of our comfort zones—to challenge us spiritually, intellectually,
socially, culturally—hopefully in the same way Jesus challenged the disciples at every turn. That said, I imagine that when you look over all that St.
James’ has to offer this coming year—if you’re anything like me—you’ll
gravitate toward the stuff that feels most familiar, that you’re sure to enjoy.
But what if you took a leap into the unfamiliar? What if you participated in
a ministry here at church that challenges you? A ministry that shakes you
up and even takes you to a new place in your relationship with God in
Christ?
The Gospel passage assigned for this year’s Kick-Off Sunday is the story of
Jesus walking on the water from Matthew. In that version, when Peter sees
Jesus out there, he tries to get out of the boat and get out there with Jesus.
And for a few steps, he does—Peter walks on the water right up to Jesus!
Then, of course, Peter becomes afraid and starts to sink before Jesus catches his flailing hands and pulls him back up.
We might be tempted to think this is a moment of failure for Peter—since
he ultimately succumbs to his fears. I think, however, that Peter is truly
heroic in this story. Because he gets out of the boat! He sees his savior leading the way through scary, tempestuous seas, and he gets out of the safety
of the boat and tries to follow.
This year, I pray that we here at St. James’ will all muster the courage to get
out of the boat at times—to follow Jesus into those ministries that may
make us uncomfortable, even afraid—but that we feel called to nevertheless.
What sorts of ministries do you feel called to this year? Do some feel familiar? Do others feel intimidating, even scary? Sometimes you’ve got to get
out of the boat!
- The Rev. Jamie McElroy, Rector
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CAMP EUCHARIST, EVENSONG AND
MORE PLANNED FOR 5 P.M. WORSHIP

The ECW hosted a reception for the Rev. Jennifer
Southall’s last Sunday, on
Aug. 6

NOTE FROM JENNIFER SOUTHALL
Please accept my profound
thanks for a wonderful curacy and for sending me off
in fabulous style. Since I
started at St. James’ in July
2015, I’ve been amazed by
the kindness and generosity
of all here. On Aug. 6, I was
overwhelmed. The incredibly generous “purse” you
provided will prove extremely helpful as I set up
house in Biloxi, and I will
always cherish the communion kit given by the
staff, vestry and clergy.
Also, the ECW outdid
themselves with a beautiful
reception (on the heels of
the Rummage Sale, no
less!). You have taught me
so much during my curacy
and loved me so very well!
As I transition from curate
to priest-in-charge, please
know that St. James’ will
always hold a special place
in my heart. (And, by the
way, a priest-in-charge has
all the duties of a rector but
agrees to a period of mutual
discernment with the vestry
before a call as rector is
issued or accepted.) Thank
you, I love you, and God
bless you!
—Jennifer+
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Sunday evenings offer a variety of worship opportunities for St.
James’ parishioners this fall. In addition to Choral Evensong
(Oct. 1 and the Nov. 5 All Souls service), services on the Labyrinth (Oct. 22 and Dec. 3), and the St. Francis Evensong with pet
blessings (Oct. 8), a number of new offerings are slated for the
fall, including two “Camp Eucharists,” on Aug. 20 and Oct. 15.
These services will be a
little less formal (those
attending should feel
free to wear shorts and
their favorite camp tshirts or tie dyed tees!)
and will feature music
from the Camp BrattonGreen songbook. Additionally, families will
take part in the services
as readers, ushers, song
leaders and more.
(Those interested in
participating should
contact Mary Nell
Prichard at mnprichard@stjjax.org). Also, at
the Aug. 20 service,
there will be a “blessing
of the backpacks” (backpacks will
also be blessed at both
8:40 and 11:05 that
morning).

St. James’ seminarian Elisabeth Malphurs (now a middler at Virginia
Seminary), husband Buck Cooper and
son Henry attended St. James’ last
outdoor Eucharist at Camp BrattonGreen (top), for which the Revs. Jennifer Southall and Jamie McElroy
prepared the table.

Other worship opportunities this fall include a “folk” Eucharist
with John Scanlon on guitar (Sept. 10); a Jane Austin-themed
service featuring music from her lifetime (Sept. 27); a James
Taylor-themed evensong with the 8:40 a.m. choir; and a service
for Dia de lose Muertos (“Day of the Dead”), the Mexican holiday
commemorating lost loved ones (Oct. 29). Fliers with a full listing of all of the Sunday 5 p.m. services this fall are available
around the church campus.

THURSDAY BOOK
TALKS RESUME
A full slate of diverse writers
is lined up to speak at St.
James’ in the coming
months for the First Thursday Book Talks series. As
always, the talks will start at
noon in Fowler Hall, with a
hot lunch available for $10.

RUMMAGE SALE BRINGS IN $14,500
The 2017 rummage sale, held August 5, proved a resounding success, garnering some $14,500 for
St. James’ outreach ministries.
Additionally, a truckload of
clothes and other leftover items
was donated to the Good Samaritan Center, which helps families
in emergency crisis situations.
Other remaining items were given to a local church also holding
a sale in the coming days.
The success of the sale is a result
of all those who donated items,
bought items, and volunteered,

but is especially due to the team
that organized the sale this year.
Alice Douglas, Ray Lewis, Iris
Isaacs, William Box, Melissa
Hutchinson, Joy Adcock, Stephanie Hedgpeth, and Ginger Cook
worked tirelessly throughout the
week leading up to the Saturday
sale gathering, pricing and sorting items almost around the
clock. St. James’ owes a huge
thank you to the 2017 rummage
sale organizers for their over-thetop efforts to help our outreach
ministries!

UNITED THANK OFFERING
The United Thank Offering is a ministry of the Episcopal Church established in 1889 to support the work of women missionaries and
missionary endeavors on the part of women and children. UTO’s
scope broadened in the 1960s to support all areas of the church’s
work. Money raised from UTO boxes in parishes across the Episcopal Church is allocated to various mission areas through a grant application process; applications are reviewed by a committee that includes representatives from all provinces of the Episcopal Church.
St. James’ will have UTO boxes available on Sunday, Aug. 13 and will
collect the blue and white boxes at the Parish Picnic on Aug. 27.

Speaking Sept. 7 is syndicated columnist and recent
Mississippi Sports Hall of
Fame inductee Rick Cleveland, who will discuss his
book Mississippi’s Greatest
Athletes. On Oct. 5, Mary
Ann Connell, who served as
attorney for the University
of Mississippi from 1982 to
2003, will talk about her
memoir An Unforeseen Life,
which chronicles such experiences attending law school
with Barack Obama and
representing Ole Miss football coach Billy Brewer in a
wrongful termination suit
against the university. Nov.
2 poet Beth Ann Fennelly
will read from and discuss
Heating and Cooling, a collection of “micro-memoirs”
with topics ranging from
childhood memories to cultural observations. Children’s author and Oxford
resident Sarah Frances Hardy will discuss her books
Puzzled by Pink, Paint Me!
and Dress Me! On Dec. 7.
Spring speakers are still being scheduled, but already
lined up for Feb. 1 is C. Dalton Lyon, who will discuss
Sanctuaries of Segregation:
The Story of the Jackson
Church Visit Campaign.

3

YOUNG MEMBER DRIVEN TO HELP NEIGHBORS
I was deeply touched on a recent
Wednesday night by the words and actions of 6-year old Delia Smith. She sat
down by me in the Children’s Garden.
Then, she said with great seriousness, “I
really want our church to help the City of
Jackson. I went to camp at the Jackson
Zoo and I saw lots of homeless people
around the zoo. I saw old rickety houses
with junk in their front yards. These people really need our help! I want my
church to do something to help here in
Jackson.”
Delia Smith with her dad David (middle) and
Joe Myers serve food at Stewpot’s Billy Brumfield Shelter. Delia also recently bought and
wrapped personal items to give away to those

I told her that St. James’ had an Outreach
Committee and I’d be happy to go with her
to talk to them. “When do they meet?” she
asked. I told her about once every month.
“No,” she said, I want to do something right now! Can we go talk to Father Jamie?”
Delia and I found our rector in the parish hall. She repeated her impassioned plea for
St. James’ to help. Every time Jamie mentioned a way that St. James’ was helping
needy folks—at the Stewpot Christmas party and by sending money to Stewpot, for example—Delia replied, “But I want to do something right now. Can we go to Stewpot
right now?” She was determined to offer help, not one day, not someday, but now.
Finally, I turned to the child. “Why don’t we go over to the buffet line and you fix a
plate to take to a hungry person tonight?” She was thrilled. She fixed a huge plate of
food and talked about how much a hungry person would appreciate each dish she included. “I bet a homeless person doesn’t get much chocolate chip pudding. Let’s get a
lot of that for them. And we need a fork and spoon and napkins,” she told me. “And a
Coke to go with their meal.” She packed all these items into a big plastic bag, and smiling from ear to ear, was ready to help someone in need.
She then approached her father and said, “I want to take this food to a homeless person
who needs food.” At first he was taken aback, but quickly recovered. “Yes, I’ll be happy
to help you deliver this food to someone in need,” said her loving dad, David. He took
Delia by the hand and headed out of Fowler Hall on a mission to deliver a hot meal.
I learned the next day that the Delia and David delivered a tasty St. James’ supper to
someone in Smith Park, in downtown Jackson. I hope we don’t forget the plea and determination of this 6-year old member of St. James’: “I really want my church to do
something to help the people of Jackson. They need us!” —Jo G. Prichard
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PARISHIONERS COMPLETE TRAINING
FOR CATECHESIS
Several parishioners will soon complete training for Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd, the Montessori-based Christian formation program for children ages 3 through 12. On Aug. 27, Tom Hudson, Joy
Lunardini and David Richardson will finish the third and final level
of training, geared toward children in fourth and fifth grades. This
level, like the two before, requires 90 hours of formation. Others
trained in all three levels are Lee
Anne Bryan, Leigh Grady, Cynthia Huff, Carolyn Ray and Director of Children’s Ministries Mary
Nell Prichard.
In September Elizabeth Fowler,
Laura King, Peyton McElroy, Jo
G. Prichard and Amanda Runnels
will complete Level I training,
along with Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries Caroline
Croom. Level I training is for children ages 3-5, while Level II is for
first- through third-graders. All levels help children fall deeply in
love with Jesus, the Good Shepherd, through hands-on activities.
In addition to those who have or are completing Catechesis courses,
other trained catechists and assistants include Sarah Gayden Hammond and Leigh Campbell in Level I, and Melanie Allen, Brooke
Maier, Chris Ray and Amanda Richardson in Level II. A large team
of parent volunteers is also integral to the Catechesis program: Elizabeth Boone, Jess Eddleman and Tom Eddleman serve as greeters
for Level I and II children, while Tara Coxwell, Laura Kutcher, Michael Kutcher, Catherine Runnels, Allyson Strange, Laura Williams
and Dorothy Wofford regularly help out with the youngest children.

J.A.M. OFFERS FELLOWSHIP AND FUN
J.A.M. (Jesus and Me) resumes this fall, offering children in the
first through fifth grades the chance to socialize and have fun.
J.A.M. occurs about once a month during the program year and
usually involves games, community building, or a service project.
The first J.A.M. is Sunday, Sept. 10, 4-7 p.m. at the lake house of
Elizabeth and Barber Boone. Children and their families are invited to Lake Cavalier to swim, boat, play games and enjoy hamburgers and hot dogs. Those who wish to attend should contact
Mary Nell Prichard at mnprichard@stjjax.org.

YOUTH MINISTRIES UPDATE
The St. James’ Youth Committee is enthusiastic about
the idea of calling a curate in
the early summer of 2018 to
lead our youth ministries.
Rector Jamie McElroy is
now working closely with the
diocese to ensure St. James’
can recruit a recent seminary graduate next May. The
committee is hopeful that
having an ordained clergy
person leading the youth,
which is typical in Episcopal
parishes, will provide a richer experience for those involved in EYC. While curate
tenures are typically only 2-3
years, the committee is
hopeful that having a curate
in the role will also allow for
more parishioner involvement with the program.
In the meantime, Jamie will
take on an expanded role
with the youth, teaching on
Sunday mornings and being
present for Wednesday
evening activities, as will
committee member Stephen
George, who has been actively involved with the
youth for several years, Senior Warden, Iris Isaacs, and
parishioner, Tommy Little.
Additionally, the committee
is working to recruit other
adults to help out with the
program.
Sara Katherine Beckett currently leads the Youth Committee. Other members in
addition to Jamie and Stephen are Lorna Doone Archer, Lana Boyll, Iris Isaacs,
Tommy Little, Meredith
Matlock, Deborah Monsour,
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FOYERS SIGNUP
Several St. Jamesians have
formed lasting friendships
through Foyers, which involves
meeting for supper once a
month fall through late spring.
Groups are randomly selected
to allow parishioners to get to
know others they may not
know. Signup sheets are now
located around the church, and
a kickoff dinner, during which
participants will meet their
groups is slated for Sept. 24.
Nursery will be available for
children five and younger and a
J.A.M. event is scheduled for
older children. For more information, contact Jan Thornton
at jthornton@stjjax.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS*
Sun., Aug. 13: Kickoff Sunday: Formation for all ages resumes
at 10 a.m.; 5 p.m.: Holy Eucharist
Thurs., Aug. 17, noon: Episcopal Luncheon: Dr. Alton Cobb
discussing the current state of health care
Sun., Aug. 20, 5 p.m.: Holy Eucharist with backpack blessings
(backpacks will also be blessed at the 8:40 and 11:05 services)
Sun. Aug. 27, 10 a.m.: Combined service of Holy Eucharist
followed by Parish Picnic (note that there will not be an 8:40 or
11:05 a.m. service); 5 p.m.: Holy Eucharist
Sun. Sept. 3, 5 p.m.: Labor Day Eucharist
Thurs., Sept. 7, noon: Book Talk: Rick Cleveland, Mississippi’s Greatest Athletes
Sun., Sept. 10, 5 p.m.: Folk Eucharist with John Scanlon
* For more info, visit www.stjjax.org or call 601-982-4880.

The Saintly Chefs will once again be on duty for the Parish Picnic, Aug. 27 after the combined 10 a.m. service
in the nave. They’ll grill hamburgers and hotdogs and also prepare pulled pork. They’re pictured here after
their last all-night stint cooking: (from left to right) Ray Lewis, Justin Cook, Gib Ford, Bill Youngblood, Mark
O’Brien, Billy Painter and Grady Griffin.

