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BETWEEN WHAT WAS & WHAT WILL BE 

As a child, I never moved. I lived in the same house in the same neigh-

borhood, with mostly the same neighbors, and went to all the same 

local public schools until I went off to college. Summertime was sim-

ple—a time of rest and play and muggy heat. 

As an adult, post-college, things have been a bit different. Peyton and I 

have moved a lot—nine times in nearly 21 years of marriage, bouncing 

around seven different cities.  

All of our moves took place in summer. So now summer feels a bit 

more complicated to me than when I was kid—a time of new plans, of 

adjustment to  new places and new people, and of looking forward to 

new possibilities.  

Here at St. James’, summer holds both aspects of my summertime ex-

perience in tension. During the summer, we at St. James’ take time to 

rest and play in the muggy heat—our adult and children’s choirs take 

off; adult, children and youth Sunday School continue, but with less 

formal intensity. And with many of us taking trips throughout the 

summer, there’s fewer of us at church, fewer of us at Wednesday sup-

pers. 

That’s the rest piece; we also play—with our children’s VCS camp, our 

youth trip to Chicago, and our outing to a Mississippi Braves game, I’m 

looking forward to plain old fun with St. James’ folk. 

But at the same time, the Holy Spirit is working within us in this sea-

son after Pentecost. And there’s a lot of moving, a lot of anticipating, a 

lot of gearing up for what’s to come in the new program year—a new 

toddler atrium for newborns to 3-year-olds and their parents; a new 

―St. James’ Presents‖ music outreach program; new ministry collabo-

rations with St. Mark’s and St. Christopher’s, two of Jackson’s histori-

cally African-American Episcopal Churches; a new Divorce Recovery 

Group ministry; new plans and dreams for our Youth Ministries, in-

cluding hopes for a new Youth Choir. 

So join in it all this summer at St. James’—the rest, the play, but also 

the moving and the growing toward new life with God in Christ. 

- The Rev. Jamie McElroy 

The St. James’ Journal 



BISHOP CONFIRMS 27, BAPTIZES 3 

The Rt. Rev. Brian 

R. Seage, X Bishop 

of the Diocese of 

Mississippi, visited 

St. James’ the first 

Sunday of May, as 

has become his cus-

tom the past few 

years, to confirm, 

baptize, celebrate 

the Eucharist, 

preach and teach. 

This year, Bishop 

Seage confirmed 13 

adults at the 8:40 

service: Brian Beck-

ham, Beverly Blake, 

Alan Burrow, Eliza-

beth Carey, Rose 

Clark, Rusty 

Fortenberry, Josh-

ua Jenkins, Julye 

Jenkins, David 

Marbury, Garrett 

McInnis, Ashley 

Tullos, Jack Wil-

liams and Kathryn 

Wise. Additionally 

three new members were welcomed into the Body of Christ 

through Holy Baptism at 8:40, including David Marbury who 

was baptized before being confirmed. Also baptized were James 

Ignatius Andrews, son of Lacey and Tory Andrews, and Owen 

Mikal Williams, son of Laura and Jack Williams.  

Fourteen youth were confirmed at 11:05:  Eliza Beckett, Bailey 

Bryan, Preston Daily, Apple Guillory, Rosie Matlock, Charles 

Phillips, Andrew Puckett, Ella Ruhl, Hadley Simms, Christian 

Simms, Sam Strange, Douglas Watkins, Bennett Wier and Clay-

ton Wilkins.  

Bishop Seage presented on the role and responsibilities of the 

bishop in the Episcopal Church during the forum hour.  

  2 

RAINY PARISH 

WEEKEND OFFERS 

FUN FOR ALL 

Rain didn’t stop the fun 

April 22-23 at the diocese’s 

Camp Bratton-Green, where 

parishioners gathered for 

fellowship and worship for 

the second consecutive year.  

Between showers on Satur-

day, parishioners kayaked, 

paddle-boarded, fished and 

swam in the lake. Younger 

parishioners worked with 

their parents and older sib-

lings painting small bird 

houses, while the sixth-

graders enjoyed some time 

together in the ―Big House,‖ 

participating in a mini-

retreat as part of confirma-

tion preparation. To cele-

brate their upcoming confir-

mation, their parents hosted 

a dinner for the confirm-

ands at the Big House on 

Saturday night.   

Several parishioners spent 

the night at the Gray Center, 

with others joining  Sunday. 

After Holy Eucharist in the 

camp chapel, parishioners 

enjoyed lunch together, 

Bishop Seage poses with some of our 

newly confirmed adults and youth, along 

with their confirmation class leaders,  

after services on May 7. 

Parishioners enjoy the float-

ing dock Parish Weekend, 

despite threatening skies. 



DRAWDOWN GARNERS $40,000 FOR  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD 

Organizers say the Drawdown to Build Anew, held for the second 

year in a row at St. James’, raised around $40,000 toward a new 

home for a deserving family. Thanks to those who donated auc-

tion items, food and 

money, as well as 

those who pur-

chased tickets and 

sponsored the 

event, the draw-

down raised about 

half the $80,000 

needed for the 2018 

Episcopal Build, 

which includes St. 

James’, St. Andrew’s Cathedral, St. Columb’s and St. Philips. (A 

2017 build has been fully funded by donors in memory of late St. 

James’ parishioner Robert Malouf Jr.) Event sponsors were Er-

gon, Ann Anderson, Kelly and Thorne Butler, Ouida and Wayne 

Drinkwater, Charles Johnson, Ergon Trucking, Executive Plan-

ning Group, Gadow & Tyler Attorneys at Law, Beth and Collier 

Graham, Ashley and Crymes Pittman, Drs. Jennifer and Frank 

Robinson, Sebrell Funeral Home, and Bean and Floyd Sulser.  

SUMMER  

FORMATION 

Christian education for both 

adults and children will con-

tinue Sundays at 10 a.m. 

through the summer. Begin-

ning Pentecost Sunday, June 

4, clergy will offer a 10-week 

series in Fowler Hall on the 

two great sacraments of the 

Gospel, baptism and Eucha-

rist, along with what our 

Book of Common Prayer 

calls the sacramental rites: 

confirmation, ordination, 

holy matrimony, reconcilia-

tion of a penitent and unc-

tion. The Rev. Seth Walley 

will continue his Soulworks 

series in Oak Ridge, focusing 

on assigned lectionary read-

ings primarily from Genesis 

and the Psalms.  

Children going into grades 

one through five will have a 

chance to play in the water 

on June 4 before starting a 6

-week curriculum called 

―Animal Crackers‖ on June 

11. The program will help 

children learn how other 

families live around the 

globe. Four– and five-year-

olds will get to do some dig-

ging in the Children’s Gar-

den on June 4. On June 11, 

younger children will begin 

meeting on the 2nd floor of 

Gray Hall for Summer Cat-

echesis.  

The Rev. Jennifer Southall 

and Caroline Brandon will 

lead the youth this summer 

with a lectionary-based 

study called Faith Lens, 

which connects scripture to 

both world events and every-

day life.  
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And they’re off! St. James’ youngest parishioners enjoyed an egg hunt 

between morning services on Easter Sunday. The Easter Bunny was 

present to help hide and hunt for eggs.  



YOUTH SUNDAY 

St. James’ celebrated its 

youth and recognized high 

school seniors May 14. In 

addition to serving as aco-

lytes, ushers and lectors, 

youth delivered the sermons 

at morning services. Gillian 

Raley, daughter of Rachel 

Heard and Lynn Raley 

talked about seeing God at 

8:40, while John Chase Bry-

an, son of Lee Anne and 

Chase Bryan, talked about 

St. James’ affirming atmos-

phere at the 11:05 service.  

In addition to Gillian and 

John Chase, others graduat-

ing are Addie Bagot, daugh-

ter of Dona and Gene Bagot; 

McLean Boone, daughter of 

Lisa Wright Boone and Wal-

ter Boone; Chris Boyle, son 

of Cragin and Mike Boyle; 

Thomas Hammons, son of 

Kristin and Chad Hammons; 

Lakin Huseth, son of Tavia 

and Woods Cavett and Mi-

chael Huseth; Davis Magee, 

son of Dendy and Richard 

Magee; Gracie McCraney, 

daughter of Heather and 

Tad McRaney; Chris Puck-

ett, son of Susie and John 

Puckett; Adia Reed, daugh-

ter of Amy and David Reed; 

Sam Saia, son of Sheila Saia 

and Pamela Helms; Sumner 

Thomas, son of Denise and 

Philip Meredith; Win Var-

ner, son of Kate and Thad 

Varner; and  Julian Wilson, 

son of Laura and Bradley 

Wilson.  

John Chase Bryan, Gracie 

McCraney, Chris Puckett 

and Sam Saia were also hon-

ored for serving as acolytes 

through their senior year.  

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL JUNE 5-8 
Children who in pre-K through fifth grade in the upcoming 

school year are invited to Vacation Church School at St. James’ 

the mornings of June 5-8. This year’s theme is Great(er) Love, 

and each day’s focus will be how we love God and one another 

through small acts of kindness and love.  

Children first 

grade and older 

will reflect on at 

least one scrip-

ture passage a 

day on love. The 

actions and 

words of Jesus’ 

teaching about 

love will be wo-

ven throughout 

the various 

components of 

VCS so that chil-

dren will experi-

ence them in 

different set-

tings each morning.    

Children 5 and younger will reflect on the love of the Good Shep-

herd and on the idea that how we treat one another is important 

to living into that love. Through role play and games the younger 

children will enjoy practicing grace and courtesy. 

Fowler Hall will be the setting for Artisans’ Alley, where all chil-

dren will assemble and paint a prayer tables, tie-dye prayer rugs, 

and stamp, sew or embroider prayer table cloths. Younger chil-

dren may make crosses for their tables while older children may 

create prayer cards.  

For VCS registration, visit stjamesjackson.com and click on the 

―Children‖ tab. Those interested in helping with VCS should con-

tact either Mallory Davis (davis.mallorym@ gmail.com) or Car-

olyn Noblitt (noblittcarolyn@gmail.com), this year’s co-chairs. 

Teen and adult volunteers will help shepherd children through 

each VCS component: Artisan’s Alley, Reflection, Indoor Laby-

rinth, Singing, Drama and Snacks.  
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The Rev. Ann McLemore leads the closing ser-

vice at last year’s VCS.   
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The St. James’ ―chapter‖ of the Or-

der of the Daughters of the King 

has landed on a unique opportuni-

ty both to showcase local artists 

and to help raise funds for out-

reach needs. ―Art for the Soul,‖ 

which launched earlier this spring 

in Fowler Hall, is the culmination 

of months of prayer, conversation 

and planning on the part of the 

Daughters in concert with rector 

Jamie McElroy. Also involved was 

Sheri Cox, St. James’ parishioner 

and Director of Operations for the 

Craftsmen’s Guild of Mississippi.   

For May, the first month of Art for 

the Soul, paintings by St. James’ 

parishioner Candy Cain have been 

featured alongside pottery by Thad 

Brewer. Both Candy and Thad are 

affiliated with the Craftsmen’s 

Guild, and the Daughters of the 

King will be showing work by sev-

eral other Guild artists and arti-

sans in the coming months, thanks 

to Sheri’s work with the Guild. The 

Daughters also hope to feature 

work of all kinds by the many crea-

tive parishioners 

of St. James’.  All 

of the work shown 

is for sale, with 20 

percent of the pro-

ceeds going to St. 

James’ for out-

reach.  

Founded in 1885 

in a New York City 

parish, the Order 

of the Daughters 

of the King has 

since spread 

around the world, 

to include parishes 

both within the wider Anglican 

Communion and the Roman Cath-

olic Church. The Daughters of the 

King are committed to prayer and 

service in an effort to better know 

Jesus Christ and make him known 

to others. The ―Ruth Chapter‖ of 

the order was chartered in 2012 at 

St. James’, thanks in large part to 

Helen Graham, who’d been a 

member of a Daughters chapter in 

her previous parish. Since that 

time the group, which is open to all 

women, has worked to find its own 

way of serving St. James’ and the 

larger church. The Ruth Chapter is 

excited to have launched Art for 

the Soul, after exploring a number 

of other possibilities.  

Parishioners interested in showing 

their work or in buying featured art 

should email 

dok.st.jamesjxn@gmail.com or call 

Cathy Richardson at 601-572-

5096. Women interested in partici-

pating in Daughters of the King 

may also email or call Cathy.  

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING ORDER  

OFFERS ART FOR THE SOUL 

 

Pottery by Thad Brewer and paintings by pa-

rishioner Candy Cain have been on display 

and available for purchase in Fowler Hall as 

part of “Art for the Soul.”  

Kenny Womack and Jenny 

Lind Berry help out with St. 

James’ tent at the Red Beans 

and Rice Festival on May 6 in 

Ridgeland. Our own Saintly 

Chefs offered up their version 

of Red Beans and Rice for 

tasting as part of the annual 

benefit for Stewpot Communi-

ty Services.  

Recent Education for Ministry 

graduates were honored dur-

ing the 11:05 service on May 

21. Ann Bemis and Joe Powell 

(middle) mentored the four-

year course, offered through 

the School of Theology at Se-

wanee. Graduates are (left to 

right) Ann McKeown, Whit 

McKinley, Richard Bailey, 

Pamela Helms and David 

Reed. Joe Russell and Joy 

Aycock will mentor a new 

class starting this fall. Those 

interested in EfM should call 

Joe at 601-594-8783 or Joy at 

601-214-0374. 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS*  

 

PARENTING SERIES 

Starting Sunday, June 4, Caro-

line Croom, Assistant to the 

Director of Children’s Minis-

tries, will facilitate a five-week 

discussion on the book Listen: 

Five Simple Tools to Meet Your 

Everday Parenting Challenges. 

The book includes more than 

100 real-life stories from par-

ents who’ve used the authors’ 

approach to relieve stress and 

build connection with their chil-

dren. The classes will meet on 

Sunday afternoons from 4:30-

5:30. Those interested should 

email Caroline at 

ccroom@stjjax.org.  

 

 

The St. James’ Flower Guild will once 

again deck the nave in red for Pentecost, as 

they do each year. The Day of Pentecost is 

one of seven Principal Feasts of the Church 

and this year falls on June 4. On that Sun-

day, we celebrate the coming of the Holy 

Spirit shortly after Jesus’ death, resurrec-

tion and ascension, as it is related in The 

Acts of the Apostles. “Pentecost,” which 

literally means fiftieth day, was a popular 

Jewish agricultural festival celebrated in 

Jerusalem and occurring fifty days after 

Passover each year. In the Christian tradi-

tion, Pentecost is now the seventh Sunday 

after Easter Sunday. On Pentecost we em-

phasize that the church, the Body of Christ, 

is drawn together and given life by the 

Holy Spirit. Our tradition at St. James’ has 

been to read the lectionary lessons in dif-

ferent languages to recall the gift of 

tongues received by Jesus’ followers as 

they were filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 

2:4). The long liturgical season after Pente-

cost, and before Advent, is referred to as 

“Ordinary Time,” during which we shift to 

green vestments and hangings.  

Sun., May 28, 5 p.m.: Memorial Day Requiem Mass 

Thurs., June 1, noon: Book Talk: Marshall Ramsey 

Wed., June 7, 5:30 p.m.: Rosebud Reservation Trip Informa-

tional Meeting, Guild Parlor 

Mon.-Thurs., June 5-8, 8:30-11:45: Vacation Church School 

Sun., June 11, 10 a.m.: Rosebud Trip Info Meeting, Gray 103 

Sun.-Fri., July 9-14: Youth Service Trip to Chicago 

Fri., July 21, 7 p.m.: St. James at the Ballgame - Mississippi 

Braves vs. Biloxi Shuckers, Trustmark Park 

Sun., July 30: The Feast of St. James’, with Baptisms 

Fri.-Sat., Aug. 4-5: St. James’ Rummage Sale 

* For more info, visit www.stjjax.org or call 601-982-4880. 


