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BCP, Holy Baptism, p. 301-2 

 

 

Colossians 1:15-20 

He [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 

heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

Ephesians 3:7-13 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God‟s grace that was given to me by the 

working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring 

to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of 

Question 

 

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces 

of wickedness that rebel against God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question 

 

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world 

which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question 

 

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you 

from the love of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Question 

 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your 

Savior? 

Answer I do. 

  
 

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer I do. 

Question 

 

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your 

Lord? 

Answer I do. 



the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of 

God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 

whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. I pray therefore that you 

may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory. 

Ephesians 6:10-17 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armour of God, so that 

you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood 

and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole 

armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to 

stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 

righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of 

peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. 

The Powers That Be, Walter Wink, 1998 

The Powers That Be are more than just the people who run things. They are the systems themselves, the 

institutions and structures that weave society into an intricate fabric of power and relationships. the 

Powers surround us on every side. They are necessary. They are useful. ... But the Powers are also the 

source of unmitigated evils. [p. 1]  

 

…to a high degree, corporate decisions are dictated by larger economic forces. ... Managers are, in fact, 

more or less interchangeable. Most people in managerial positions would tend to make the same sorts of 

moves. ... Executives can be more humane. But a company owner who decides to raise salaries and 

benefits will soon face challenges from competitors who pay less. Greater forces are at work -- unseen 

Powers -- that shape the present and dictate the future. [p. 2-3] 

 

Religious tradition has often treated the Powers as angelic or demonic beings fluttering about in the sky. 

Behind the gross literalism of that way of thinking, however, is the clear perception that spiritual forces 

impinge on and determine our lives. ... I was prepared to wager that our ancestors were in touch with 

reality when they spoke about the Powers, and that they  

might even know something our society had lost, spiritually blinded as it is by a materialism that 

believes only in what it can see, hear, taste, smell, or touch. [p. 3] 

 

…ancient sages who believed that everything in creation has its own angel. That meant, I concluded, 

that everything has both a physical and a spiritual aspect. The Powers That Be are not, then, simply 

people and their institutions, as I had first thought; they also include the spirituality at the core of those 

institutions and structures. If we want to change those systems, we will have to address not only their 

outer forms, but their inner spirit as well. [p. 4] 

 

The angel of an institution is not just the sum total of all that an institution is (which sociology is 

competent to describe); it is also the bearer of that institution's divine vocation (which sociology is not 

able to discern). Corporations and governments are "creatures" whose sole purpose is to serve the 



general welfare. And when they refuse to do so, their spirituality becomes diseased. ... I had never been 

able to take demons seriously. ... But if the demonic is the spirituality produced when the angel of an 

institution turns its back on its divine vocation, then I could not only believe in the demonic, I could 

point to its presence in everyday life. [p. 5-6] 

 

This book ... sees spirit -- the capacity to be aware of and responsive to God -- at the core of every 

institution, every city, every nation, every corporation, every place of worship. [page 13] 

 

Understanding worldviews is key to breaking free from the ways the Powers control people's minds. ... 

As I am using the term, worldviews are not philosophies, theologies, or even myths or tales about the 

origin of things. They are the bare-bones structures with which we think. They are the foundation of the 

house of our minds on which we erect symbols myths, and systems of thought. ... Normally, a 

worldview functions on an unconscious level. People are unaware of its existence. It is just the way 

things are. [pages 14-15] 

 

Worldviews, according to Wink 

1) Ancient worldview: reflected in the Bible; everything on Earth has its counterpart in Heaven, and vice 

versa 

2) Spiritualist worldview: matter is an illusion and only spirit is real  

3) Materialist worldview: spirit is an illusion and only matter is real 

4) Theological worldview: popular in seminaries; God exists in a realm disconnected from the physical  

5) Integral worldview: a modern update of the ancient worldview; Heaven and Earth are "the inner and 

outer aspects of a single reality;" instead of the heavenly being “up” and the earthly “below,” the 

heavenly is inner (unseen) and the earthly is outer (seen) 

 

In New Testament times, people did not read the spirituality of an institution directly from its outer 

manifestations. Instead, they projected its felt or intuited spiritual qualities onto the screen of the 

universe and perceived them as cosmic forces reigning from the sky. ... But for many modern 

Westerners it is impossible to maintain that worldview. Instead, fundamentalists treat the Powers as 

actual demonic beings in the air, largely divorced from their manifestations in the physical or political 

world (the theological worldview), and secularists deny that this spiritual dimension even exists (the 

materialistic worldview). [p. 25-26] 

 

Our task, working within the emerging [integral] worldview, is to withdraw those projections from on 

high and relocate them in the institutions where they actually reside. ... The demons ... are not up there 

but over there, in the socio-spiritual structures that make up the one and only real world. [p. 26] When a 

particular power becomes idolatrous -- that is, when it pursues a vocation other than the one for which 

God created it and makes its own interests the highest good -- then that Power becomes demonic. The 

spiritual task is to unmask this idolatry and recall the Powers to their created purposes in the world. ... 

And the church must perform this task despite its being as fallen and idolatrous as any other institution 

in society. [p. 29] 

 

The relevance of the Powers for an understanding of evil should by now be clear. Evil is not just 

personal but structural and spiritual. It is not simply the result of human actions, but the consequence of 

huge systems over which no individual has full control. Only by confronting the spirituality of an 

institution and its physical manifestations can the total structure be transformed. [p. 30-31] 



 

Put in stark simplicity: The Powers are good. The Powers are fallen. The Powers must be redeemed. 

These three statements must be held together, for each by itself is not only untrue but downright 

mischievous. We cannot affirm governments or universities or businesses as good unless at the same 

time we recognize that they are fallen. We cannot face their oppressiveness unless we remember that 

they are also a part of God's good creation. And reflection on their creation and fall will seem to 

legitimate these Powers and blast any hope for change unless we assert, at the same time, that these 

Powers can and must be redeemed. But focus on their redemption will lead to utopian disillusionment 

unless we recognize that their transformation takes place within the limits of the fall. [p. 31-32] 

 

Fallen does not mean depraved, as some Calvinists alleged. It simply refers to the fact that our existence 

is not our essence: we are, none of us, what we are meant to be. We are alienated from God, each other, 

nature, and our own souls, and cannot find the way back by ourselves. But the situation is not without 

hope, for what sinks can be made to rise again. [p. 33] 

 

Naming the Powers identifies our experiences of these pervasive forces that dominate our lives. 

Unmasking the Powers takes away their invisibility, and thus their capacity to coerce us unconsciously 

into doing their bidding. Engaging the Powers involves joining in God's endeavor to bend them back to 

their divine purposes. [p. 34-35] 

 

The task of redemption is not restricted to changing individuals, then, but also to changing their fallen 

institutions. That redemption will culminate in the salvation, not just of people, but of their nations as 

well. ... Personal redemption cannot take place apart from the redemption of our social structures. [p. 35] 

Jesus Heals the Gerasene Demoniac, Mark 5:1-20 (Luke 8:26-39, Matthew 8:28-34) 

They came to the other side of the lake, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when he had stepped out of 

the boat, immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him. He lived among the tombs; 

and no one could restrain him any more, even with a chain; for he had often been restrained with 

shackles and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one 

had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always 

howling and bruising himself with stones. When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down 

before him; and he shouted at the top of his voice, „What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 

High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.‟ For he had said to him, „Come out of the man, you 

unclean spirit!‟ Then Jesus asked him, „What is your name?‟ He replied, „My name is Legion; for we are 

many.‟ He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. Now there on the hillside a great 

herd of swine was feeding; and the unclean spirits begged him, „Send us into the swine; let us enter 

them.‟ So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and the 

herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the lake, and were drowned in the 

lake. The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came to see what it 

was that had happened. They came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right 

mind, the very man who had had the legion; and they were afraid. Those who had seen what had 

happened to the demoniac and to the swine reported it. Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their 

neighbourhood. As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed by demons begged 

him that he might be with him. But Jesus refused, and said to him, „Go home to your friends, and tell 

them how much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you.‟ And he went away and 

began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.  


